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and inspect, and to distribute tlie supplies needed in the other
districts, that similar efficiency might be maintained in them.

The duties at the general depot relating to supplies were
new, but, withal, instructive; because they familiarized the in-
cumbent with business methods and with business men. At the
same time an opportunity was furnished to become acquainted
with trade prices of every article bought or sold, from shoe
lacings to eatadioptric lenses.

The assignment to this duty presented the opportunity to
simplify older methods of accountability in receiving and dis-
tributing stores, as well as to arrange the duties of the various
clerks, with a view to distributing the work among them more
uniformly.

During the preparation for the great exposition at Chicago
in the year 1893 the Lighthouse Board had been requested to
light up the water-front from the Casino wharf to the mouth of
the Chicago River, that the lake steamers might safely carry
people at night between these points. The problem was referred
to the inspector of the Third Lighthouse District for suggestions
and for a working plan. Before any system could be suggested
the situation had to be carefully looked over to ascertain the
electric facilities on the ground. This made necessary several
visits to Chicago and Pittsburg, accompanied by the electric
experts of the Bishop Gutta-Percha Company and the General
Electric Company. It was mainly to these gentlemen that
the success achieved was due in utilizing the high-tension
system already installed and in operation on the exposition
grounds.

A system of electric buoys, similar to that in use in Gedney
Channel, New York, was installed and in full operation within
one week of the time mentioned in the contract, and from that
day, during the entire continuance of the fair, no accident oc-
curred to interrupt its operation, or the night trips of the steam-
ers engaged in passenger service to and from the fair grounds.
This attempt was the first made by the Lighthouse Board to use
the high-tension system of alternating currents through sub-
marine cables in its service. The experience gained at Chicago
led to its substitution later in the system of lighting the Gedney
Channel in the lower New York Bay.this of "Washington, a nephew Mare Island to facilitate repairs after her
